Wound Care Basics

Use this chart and consult with your doctor to help you choose the right dressing for your

specific wound type.

Wound

Type

Stage | Pressure
Ulcer

Constant redness
Skin remains intact
Specific, defined area

Stage Il Pressure
Ulcer

Open wound, may reach
down to second skin layer

Red or pink

May be closed or opened
blister

No slough (yellow/white
stringy or thick tissue)

Stage Il
Pressure Ulcer

Product Type

Transparent Film
(no exudate)

Has a thin, waterproof membrane. Allows gas and vapor to
pass through while sealing the wound from contamination.
Flexible and protects from friction and shearing. Indicated
for superficial, clean wounds

Thin Hydrocolloids
(minimal exudate)

Hydrocolloid material combines with exudate to form a
moist, gel-like substance.

Hydrocolloid Dressings (medium
exudate)

Hydrocolloid material combines with exudate to form a
moist, gel-like substance.

Foam Dressings
(medium to heavy exudate)

Allow exudate to pass through the surface, where it is
absorbed and held safely away from the wound. Help
maintain a healthy, moist environment. Soft; can be used
as secondary dressing for cushioning and protection.

Foam Dressings

(heavy exudate):

Example Brands

Transparent Films

3M™ Tegaderm™

MélInlycke Health Care Mepore®
ReliaMed”

Smith & Nephew OPSITE*
Systagenix BIOCLUSIVE®

Thin Hydrocolloids

Coloplast® Comfeel®
ConvaTec DuoDERM®

Hollister Wound Care, LLC Restore®

ReliaMed®
Smith & Nephew REPLICARE*

Hydrocolloids

3M™ Tegaderm™

Coloplast Comfeel®

Convatec DuoDERM® CGF
ReliaMed®

Smith & Nephew REPLICARE*

Foam

Coloplast Biatain®

ConvaTec AQUACEL® Foam
Ferris PolyMem®

MélInlycke Health Care Mepilex®
ReliaMed®

Smith & Nephew ALLEVYN*

Foam:

See above


https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/transparent-films/c/L3-89
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22%3AselectSort&text=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22&as_fid=bPu6VEH9qACAPqiI6ycn&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/transparent-films/c/L3-89?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3A3M%3AmanufacturerName%3ATHREE+M%3AvendorBrandName%3ATegaderm&text=&as_fid=hGvI0yqd7JogPPR9idOG&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/transparent-films/c/L3-89?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AMOLNLYCKE+HEALTH+CARE+US+LLC%3AvendorBrandName%3AMepore&text=&as_fid=Kt4vGz%2FiuhTzeIrzOCon&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/transparent-films/c/L3-89?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AReliaMed%3AmanagedCareHcpcs%3AA6257%3AmanagedCareHcpcs%3AA6258%3AmanagedCareHcpcs%3AA6259&text=&as_fid=CpszYLTA3WpvNwE155Qb&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/transparent-films/c/L3-89?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASMITH+%26+NEPHEW+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AOPSITE
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/transparent-films/c/L3-89?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASYSTAGENIX+WOUND+MANAGEMENT%3AvendorBrandName%3ABIOCLUSIVE&text=&as_fid=MBf05iOzXhEwxRJA18x3&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22%3AselectSort%3AvendorBrandName%3AComfeel&text=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22&as_fid=z9IG43xEbxkKTlAYESDS&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACONVATEC%3AvendorBrandName%3ADuoDERM&text=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22&as_fid=NVndPfnvLQi0F1LYroJ1&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22%3AselectSort%3AvendorBrandName%3ARestore&text=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22&as_fid=eBi9u3oTsb4UuNRFrS9z&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrocolloid-dressings/reliamed-sterile-latex-free-thin-hydrocolloid-dressing-with-film-back-4-x-4/p/zdhc44t
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASMITH+%26+NEPHEW+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AREPLICARE&text=%22thin+hydrocolloid%22&as_fid=1%2Bi%2FCjXNy%2BT6hYbIM0wB&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrocolloid-dressings/c/L3-92
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrocolloid-dressings/c/L3-92?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3A3M&text=&as_fid=7G5PeCtyqGaLg2G1fccY&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrocolloid-dressings/c/L3-92?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACOLOPLAST+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AComfeel&text=&as_fid=xJYL1ugVP6htdEaaq%2Ft2&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=duoderm%2Bcgf%3AselectSort&page=1
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrocolloid-dressings/c/L3-92?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AReliaMed&text=&as_fid=8E8azJVBkAF4tUyetp60&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/hydrocolloid-dressings/c/L3-92?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASMITH+%26+NEPHEW+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AREPLICARE&text=&as_fid=9mcgS3cd6mkJOXbUr%2Fhn&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACOLOPLAST+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3ABiatain&text=&as_fid=tz5FWtxCWjFewo04WFYu&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACONVATEC%3AvendorBrandName%3AAQUACEL&text=&as_fid=0PH%2FpvCnSoqpc7Syw5nV&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AFERRIS%3AvendorBrandName%3APolyMem&text=&as_fid=KAnEcK3uyQazZ4u%2FFi0x&openmore=%5b%5d&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AMOLNLYCKE+HEALTH+CARE+US+LLC%3AvendorBrandName%3AMepilex&text=&as_fid=%2Bvp%2FeqU%2FhMI6z%2FtOR7wv&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AReliaMed&text=&as_fid=lrTSLx9hIWbyqy9p6asX&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASMITH+%26+NEPHEW+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AALLEVYN&text=&as_fid=k%2B19KqK8GcfNuJPoCoCS&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/foam-dressings/c/L3-90

Open wound that breaks
through all skin levels

Can see fat layer but not
bone, tendon or muscle

Wound may begin
expanding under adjacent,
intact skin (undermining)

Stage IV
Pressure Ulcer

Open wound that exposes
bone, tendon or muscle

May contain slough or dark,
dead tissue (eschar)

Often produces
undermining

Infected Wounds

Inflamed or tender

Produce pus or other
infectious material

Chronic Wounds

Do not follow normal repair
process or respond to
treatment

Healing has stalled

See above

Alginate/CMC
Dressings (medium/heavy
exudate)

Calcium in the dressing mixes with salts in the wound to
form a gel that can absorb heavy exudate and stops the
bleeding. Help maintain a healthy, moist environment.
Remove easily.

Alginate/CMC
Dressings (medium/heavy
exudate)

See above

Amorphous Hydrogel
(dried)

Has a very high water content to help rehydrate dry wounds
and provide a healthy, moist healing environment. Helps
body naturally remove slough and dead tissue. Provides a
cooling effect for burns. Can help reduce the risk of
scarring.

Silver Dressings
(medium/heavy exudate)

Silver is naturally toxic to bacteria, algae and fungi, which
hinder wound healing.

Collagen Dressings

The body produces a substance (MMPs) that helps wounds
heal naturally. In chronic wounds, too many MMPs are
created, and this disrupts the healing. Collagen attracts
excess MMPs and allows normal healing to resume.

CMC/Alginate

ConvaTec AQUACEL®

Hollister Wound Care, LLC Restore®
ReliaMed”®

Smith & Nephew ALGISITE*

CMC/Alginate

See above

Amorphous Hydrogel

Amerx AmeriGel®

Coloplast3 Woun'Dres

Hollister Wound Care, LLC Restore®
ReliaMed®

Hydrogel Dressings

ReliaMed®
Southwest Technologies Elasto-Gel™

Dressings for Infections

3M™ Tegaderm™ AG

Coloplast® SeaSorb® AG
ConvaTec AQUACEL® AG
Hollister Wound Care, LLC
Restore” Silver

ReliaMed

Smith & Nephew ACTICOAT*
Systagenix SILVERCEL™

Collagen Dressings

Covalon Technologies ColActive®
Southwest Technologies Stimulen
Systagenix FIBRACOL®
Systagenix PROMOGRAN® &
PROMOGRAN PRISMA®

*Trademark of Smith & Nephew


https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACONVATEC%3AvendorBrandName%3AAQUACEL&text=&as_fid=z7PFWTAXGMjorH6vgMFO&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AHOLLISTER+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3ARestore&text=&as_fid=0qWrhPO%2B4On1ikiu2tTM&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AReliaMed&text=&as_fid=rICqe1am6ni4y%2B75BXea&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASMITH+%26+NEPHEW+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AALGISITE&text=&as_fid=ppQBA42xwidfoh1FMZQ1&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/alginate-dressings/c/L3-94?q=%3AselectSort
https://www.edgepark.com/search?text=amorphous%2Bhydrogel&as_fid=ICSw5eigAZkFay%2FEPtkK
https://www.edgepark.com/search?text=Amerigel&as_fid=gsjIUfS92%2B7BYXziOPdQ
https://www.edgepark.com/search?text=Coloplast%2BWoun%26%2339%3Bdres&as_fid=FtHB%2FOcR85nxMeW8vegt
https://www.edgepark.com/diabetes/diabetes-wound-care/ointments/hollister-restore-amorphous-hydrogel-dressing-3-oz/p/50529974
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/wound-fillers/hydrogel-fillers/c/L3-103?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AReliaMed&text=&as_fid=R6oSCFIr1Dz0ePrPpzpu&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrogel-dressings/reliamed-non-adherent-hydrogel-sheet-dressing-4-x-4/p/zdhg44
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/hydrogel-dressings/c/L3-93?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASOUTHWEST+TECHNOLOGIES%3AvendorBrandName%3AElasto-Gel&text=&as_fid=afR4po6eDbsNF5%2BbiOXn&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?text=silver+dressing&as_fid=8pIM4BLSrH%2BqEDsmv66P
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3A3M%3AvendorBrandName%3ATegaderm&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=yjTLtmG%2FP%2FRZizwzLBPz&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACOLOPLAST+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3ASeaSorb&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=X%2FGDbrd7VxGAVziBEwDG&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACONVATEC%3AvendorBrandName%3AAquacel%3AvendorBrandName%3AAQUACEL&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=LqzJpun872%2FgvtCbFinO&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AHOLLISTER+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3ARestore&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=2%2BwkJetVfK4bG%2FpP9DBn&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AHOLLISTER+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3ARestore&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=2%2BwkJetVfK4bG%2FpP9DBn&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3AReliaMed&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=XubEbTpkI8jrd%2FJvJUXJ&openmore=%5b%22Manufacturer%22%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASMITH+%26+NEPHEW+INC%3AvendorBrandName%3AACTICOAT&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=Wp%2Bx0jAa4Bjy1iQXEAkc&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/search?q=silver+dressing%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASYSTAGENIX+WOUND+MANAGEMENT%3AvendorBrandName%3ASILVERCEL&text=silver+dressing&as_fid=P4LfXWTzL0%2B75sYvBTAp&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/collagen-biologic-dressings/c/L3-91
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/collagen-biologic-dressings/c/L3-91?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ACOVALON+TECHNOLOGIES+LTD.%3AvendorBrandName%3AColActive&text=&as_fid=Iadp72btB14OYWFj3%2B7U&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/wound-fillers/collagen-fillers/c/L3-101?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASOUTHWEST+TECHNOLOGIES%3AvendorBrandName%3AStimulen&text=&as_fid=HWN1MW6QpkxxAz5KRohL&openmore=%5b%5d
https://www.edgepark.com/wound-care/bandages-and-dressings/collagen-biologic-dressings/c/L3-91?q=%3AselectSort%3AmanufacturerName%3ASYSTAGENIX+WOUND+MANAGEMENT%3AvendorBrandName%3AFIBRACOL&text=&as_fid=d5eivhVi9TaRXxcjVZ%2Bf&openmore=%5b%5d
http://www.edgepark.com/search?text=Promogran+&as_fid=4lsgZycGm%2F%2FpleHwo6Xv
http://www.edgepark.com/search?text=Promogran+&as_fid=4lsgZycGm%2F%2FpleHwo6Xv

Specialty Dressings

In addition to the wide range of advanced wound care dressings above, Edgepark also carries many popular brands of products for diabetic foot
ulcers, venous leg ulcers and more. Call a customer care specialist today at 1-888-394-5375 to learn what specialty foot dressings, bandage

systems and unna boot products we have available.



